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Project: TransFER (2017-2021)

Proizvodnja Zeljeza uz rijeku Dravu u antici i srednjem vijeku: stvaranje i transfer znanja, tehnologija i roba

Iron production along the Drava River in the Roman period and the Middle Ages: Creation and
transfer of knowledge, technologies and goods

Leader: Phd Tajana Sekelj Ivancan, Institute of Archaeology, Zagreb, Croatia
Funded by: Croatian Scientific Fundation

In order to define the meaning of iron production in the context of ancient and medieval societies, the following tasks were set:
. To specify the source of the iron ore and the other necessary resources (clay, water, wood);

. To define the technology of processing the iron ore throughout the historical periods and the intensity of production;

. To define the impact of iron production in the context of socio-cultural relations and interaction of people and goods
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Topographic map of the Drava River basin with positions of archaeological sites with recorded smelting features (slag)
(made by: T. Brenko, Univ . of Zagreb, Faculty of Mining, Geology and Petoleum Engineering, Department for Minerology, Petrology and Mineral sources Valent et al. 2017: §
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A the site is located between villages Virje and Molve in
Koprivnica-Kr i hevci
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Virje dVolarski breg 2007, surface finds (photo: T. Sekeljl v a n)I a n
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Virje dVolarski breg 201Q settlement indicators
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[1 Povrsina istrazena magnetskom metodom
Arheolo$ka sonda (rub sonde)
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(Pleiner 2000:

Pl. 1X, Romano-Barbarian
sleg pit furnaces in Jutland,
Drengsted, Denmark)

(Pleiner 2000:PI. X,
slag pit furnaces in
Jutland, Snorup,
Denmark)
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Hlebine 6 geophysical survey 2015
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Problems:

A no remains of material (such as pottery or metal finds) in furnaces or
other distinctive elements that would allow dating of archaeological

features

A technology of obtaining iron from iron ore remained almost
unchanged from the La T ne trough R
Ages

A furnace walls, slag and nozzles have unchanged form trough all three
periods and canodot be dated
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Most of the sites can only be dated by14C
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sands, silt and clay
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Geologic map of the Drava River basin with positions of archaeological sites with recorded smelting features (slag)
(made by: T. Brenko; Valent et al. 2017: 8)



